Pikes Peak River Runners

If We Eat It, Can We Check It Off The List?
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Johannesburdg Chobe| Caprivi Strig Okavango Deltd Hwange| Victoria Fall Zambezi
Whitewater | Six Personal Highligh{sThula

My mother (Astrid Tucker) and | began planning this trip a year ago, by announcing that we wantexhto go
an African SafariPete and my dagvere lukewarm about going (as opposed to +eat to spend the

cash). So...we said whyvait. We booked our trip in June 2006 and set an October 2006 departure daie.
answer to the story title is answered later in this travel journ@lurSouthern Africdrip began on October 4,
2006 and ended on October 22, 2006.
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Day I Oct 4, 2006 Depart fromDenver, Coloradq USA:

Today we began two days of flying/traveling with British Airways to our first Africa sStapannesburg, South
Africa. We are excitedOur preparation began back in June 2006 when we booked our trip@wdrseas
Adverture Trave(OAT).

Two items of note

1. we are only allowed 2bs. of luggage
total! That includeshe total for both carry
on and checked bagd hat is skimpy for 19
travel days! When we arrive in Zimbabwe,
begin flying in small planes with strigkight
restrictions. My first test packbegan atl8
Ibs.with only a few essential items not
included such as passport, money, etc.... M
second test pack began a welaker, and my
total bag weight ballooned to 27 Ibg hat
included no lotion for 19 daysYikes, what
happened?!This precipitated a flurry of re
evaluation and more test packindht test pack # 22, | hit the magical 2%8. by taking out quite a few
"esserial" items. Pete manages tworry me secrethhiding a few heavy items in my bag whemds
not looking | was so confused when | removed items and it did not change on the §catenately,
Pete tells me before | radically adjust my baggage Idag carry-on backpack is full but mgmall,
checkedbag is only half fullMy mom has managed to pare her baggage down to a tot@4dbs.,sol
am planning on secretly dumping my lotion and a couple of more items in her bag stfeeisnot
watching. | dso threw in a couple of extra "delicates" tHawill throw away as we wing our way to
Zimbabwe where the baggage weigh gets seriousMy last "luxury"” item is a rubber rattlesnake
designed to scare any baggage handler who might want to steal anyitbimgmy checked bagl
WON'T scare the bush plane pilots with that trick but might try to fool a couple of our safari members
or friendly tour guides with the snake. OAT hasvhdt to pack” list | only have’/ s of that list
packed | only have £hanges of clothes but the lodges include laundry service so | should be okay.

2. Another interesting OAT recommendation is to brinigrgequantity of US caslbecauset is hard to
use credit cards in AfricaPlus,African countries covet US dollar®AT recommends that we bring
$900 in US cash per person, in smallilighing over a $2ill, not printed between 2002006, not
torn, ripped, dirty or written on, and none of the new style of billstever carnthat much cash! |
"order" the money from my bank representative who tells me that this request is comnibtey have
acredit union member who regularly goes to China and requests the same tiingile of cash is
two inches high.OAT recommends that &/split our cash and hide it on our persdrfeel like a
human being with a dollar sign above my hedtly mom jokingly sayshe isgoing to stash some cash
in her bra, but | draw the line therd.hidecash in every pockehidden and obvious on my p&on,
includingmy money belt. It turns out we hadnoney safesn every lodge ando notreally need to
sweat this detdi | ended up bringing back about $350 in cash.
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Travel to London (October-8, 2006):

Airport security in Heathrow in London is much stricter than the U&y allow no travel sizeothpaste,so |

give that up along the wayArmed guards are very visibl&/e only checked our bags to London because on
the way to Africa we had @&hour layover in London with a Heathrow Hilton hotel dayroom availabiée

used our dayroom to take a short nap between flights then boarded our last long flight to Johannegfrirg.
met some of our group Ethyl, Jung, Bonnie, Maureen, Tom, Gartil,and Don athe Heathrow Hilton
Bonnienoticed my Mom left her jacket on the airport terminal bench and she brought it to my Mom when we
boarded the planeLondon was dampyet, and cold going both to and from Afric&YI1:Our return trip

home took us 43 hoursavel time from Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe to Woodland Park, Colors#d®had no
dayroom on the leg home and arrived exhausted.

Johannesburg, South Africa (Oct75 2006):

Our entire graip converged at

the Johannesburgsouth AfricaHoliday Inn on
October 5th. Johannesburg has been ranked as
one of the mostangerous cities the world. The
downtown city (from afar) looksormal,but
everyone avoids going anywhere near the city
center. Alarge coal fired power plardits idle
despitethe high need for reliable electric powet
never get an answer whydtoes notoperate. We
visit Soweto which is onef the birth places of the
apartheid movement and drive byelson
Mandela'sformer and current homes along with
Nobel Peace prize winn&esmond

Tutu'shome. We also drive byinnie
Mandela'shome.

| feel safe and we have an informative tour of
the Hector Pieterson Memorial Museuntater | B2
read a story in the local newspaper about a youn_.
student who brought a severed human foot
(including the toes) to school for show and
tell. Other stories in that day's paper seemed vergss
violent as well. Maybe my feeling of safety is F
naivety.
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| notice large gold mine tailings around Johannesburg along with shanty towtBeweerly Hills'area,and
neighborhoods somewhere in between that are being developed by the governrdehinnesburg will be
home to theSoccer World Cup in 20H0d theyare frantically expanding their airport.wonder how
successfully the city will be able to handle the influx of "football” soccer fans from all over the world. We
passa large hospitalvhere theSouth African ; J
surgeonwho performed the first heart trandpnt in
1968, trained in the early 1960's.

We stop by theRegina Mundchurch World Heritage
Qultural site) on the way back to our hotel and enjoy
the singing/playing students! conclude

that Sowetois not one singular place but a grouping
many areas and much larger than | realizéchother
interesting economic fads that only two verking
diamond mines remain in South Afriaadgold mine
production has decreasedoal mining reserves are
increasing and gaining in production.

Chobe(chobay) National Park inrBotswana(boatswang), October 710, 2006- Mom's birthday:

We begin outrek to our first national park by traveling through three countries in one day (South Africa,

Zimbabwe and finally Botswana)hula fula) Manzini, our OAT guide meets us at the airport in Victoria Falls

(V|c Falls) and introduces himself as our primf@AT guide for the next three week$he line to enter

Zimbabwe and get our double entry visa

i J is long andslow. The visa is $45 USwo
people handle our entire plane load of

' about 150 people One person records

our passport info on a carbon paper form

and one person takes the money and

stamps our passportsThula (more

about him later) orients us at the airport

and checks our bag weight$hula

# immediately notices that several bags are

" over the 2@b. limit. The 2dlb. limit will

be addressed latein the trip once we

| start flying on the Small5-seater

planes”. Thula takes full responsibility

for our bags (he calls them his babies) for

the duration of our trip whenever we

move camps.

T & % 4
Dancers entertamusat the Vic Falls airport while we wait for the others to come through the long airport visa
line. We start traveling immediately to our destination (Chobe National Pdk}t, we drive in a van
to Kasane International airpofa small building) via thBotswana border At the border we get out of the van
and walk our shoes through abf/mouth chemical treatment dipvhile the van tires are driven through the
same mixture
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At Kasane, we transfer to our open safari vehicles for the 4x4 drive into CA@peminutes into Chobe
National Park we see our first elephdmdrd. Botswana is home t45,000 elephantsBy the end of outrip, |

am convinced that we have seen at least 1,000 elephants. | know on one day alone at Chobe we see 350
count them in multiples of terMulti-colored guinea fowl (Chobe or Government Chickens) cluck underfoot.

Pageb of 57



Note: Thula encourages us to "mark our territory" before we leave Vic Falls airpbat would reference
using the restroomsLater in the trip, our bush game drives inatustops using terms such as "time to mark
our territory" by "picking flowers" for women and "watering the garden" for m&fmaureen thinks that we
can literally pick some flowers before figuring out that this term means finding a bush to pee bétings,
on our game drives, they also check behind the bushes for lions before we actually "mark our territory".

October marks the end of the dry seasofhe days are HOT and mostly dResidentsall October "suicide
month" because of the heat. The upside is that this provides perfect game viewing time because the animals
congregate in unusually large numbers at waterwal/Be rainy season usually begins in November and the
animals tend to dispse and disappear within the heavy vegetation growtlle stay at theChobe Game

Lodgein the park because our original tented lodge was undergoing renovatiBhebe Game Lodge is quite
anupgrade,and we enjoy our Visit.

E"Wté"”"*

—m &.@‘m

We enjoy many boat rides othhe Chobe River and game drives in the early morning and evenings when the
animals are more activeOur typical days start with a wakeup knock at 5:30 am, small breakfast at 6 am, off
to game viewing by vehicle, walking or boating by 6:30 am for three hpburs.
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Michael and Moses are our Chobe park guidd& enjoy a brunch at 11 am most days, with quiet time
(learning and discovery on our own) also referenced as "L&D" undit "@@d coffees” are served at 4

pm. Then we are off to another boat ride or game drive until daMke eat dinner late (-B pm) then off to

bed by 10 pm.One night, while walking back to our room in the dark, we sppARGE African porcupiire

our headamp beams.The porcupine waddles away as my mom and | watch him wiggle his quills in the glow
of the moonlight.
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Uglywarthogsroot around our hotel compoundaily. Despite thér frightening appearance, they are gentle
creatures. | approach them easilysnapphotos. They are singularly focused on snuffling and stooping on
their knees in their relentless quest for food.

During L&D times (~2 pm), we usually hang out in orboms and sweat underneath our fank.istoo hot to
do much else We are not allowed to walk outside of any comm
hotel/camp areas without a guideAt Chobewalking in the park is €
prohibited.

Our Chobehotel has a swimming pool (major luxury of the trip
until we reach Vic Falls again at the end of our tri@hobe is an
internationally renowned park and lodgé®n the drive into Chobe
our first day, the first vehicle manages foos a fleeing leopard
(Mom and | miss it)We later try to ensure maximum chances forj
wildlife spotting by splitting into separate group®ur group
becomes immediatelgnamored ofthe species checklist
notebookthat OAT ga® us. Yes, the question is asked by
someone in our group that if we have ostrich on the menu (and eat |t) can we check it off our species list?
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Later in our trip we see aostrich,so the question becomasoot, but | thinkit isfunnyand note it in my

journal. | decide to give this story that name because it reflélsessheer quantity of animals we saw and our
fascination with them.Other items on the menu that we eat are Springbok Stroganoff, Impala steak, Ostrich
Normandy, Kudu Stew, Minced venison (hamburger from a wild animal), baked beans on toast for breakfast
(British favorite) and my personal favorite "Sweet & Sour Warthogtnother favorite southermfricantreat
isbiltong. Biltong (like beef jerky) can be made froramg types of animajkudu, impala, buffalo, ostrich,

etc... We enjoy a magical evening BBQ at rivers edge tonigHrilliant full moon reflect off the Chobe

river's silvery surface and shads outline the tangled driftwood piles in the middle of the river.

At Chobe we see lions, giraffes, zebras, African Fish Ekkgenif US Bald Eagle) and hundreds of elephants
(we end up seeing 350 elephants one day) on the Namibian (nameebyan) side of th@ heexlephants
regularly swim across the river to graze on the Namibian marshy Biiggnos abound here along with impala
kudu,and many other antelopesWe see our biggest crocodile of the trip on a boat trip during our stay at
Chobe.This croc is a monsteihe nearby Namibian side dfd river has no organized villageSome

scattered local Namibian's fish in the river and sell their catch to the Botswana residents on the other side of
the river. No one swims in the river.
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My most memorable impression of Chobe is gtheer volume of the huge lumbering and water

loving elephants. They come so close to our vehicles | can almost touch theme. elephants mock charge us
at times, protectively shelter their young calves and cake/spray themselves with mud/dust

constantly. Elephant dung is everywheréiow do you tell if the dung is from a male or female (tastaat
really) or young or old (size and consistenciJ@phants only have 6 sets of teeth in their lifetime and when
they get old, theycannotchew aswell, and their dungreflects rougher materials.

The smell of elephant dungn®t that bad (musty and earthy odor) and the piles of dung are

everywhere. Locals even make paper out of duntheS f S LIKehary (8hap@d like the continent of Africa)
constantly sway back and forth like slowly flapping cooling f&tephants can walk anedibly quietly and

sneak beside us so easily which is amazing considering their mammotisegungbaby elephantsio not

even know how to use their trunks yeElephants snorkel their trunks through the water while swimming and
spraying cooling war. | cannottake enough pictures of them and at times can almost reach out and touch
them (but Ido not) when they pass by our vehicl&ome elephants mock charge us botnotseem to be
serious. We quietly watch the elephant warning display@ometmes, | inwardly gasp when the elephants
trumpet loudly in warning.At other times | can hear the elephants low rumbling sounds as they communicate
with each other. The sound seems comforting and soothing, especially for the young elephidmslephan

foot prints in the fine sand display a spidery delicate outline of every foot pad wrinkle in the fine dust as they
pass around us on the roadicannotget enough of these amazing giantsven at the end of our trip, we
continue to photograph elephantsith amazement and gratitudeThe dessert plate artistically represents

tiny cinnamon outlines of elephants.

| bring home an elephant hair bracelet from Vic Falls to remmiedof their strength and gracelhula shows us
a movie of a rare pride of lions that specialized in killing elephavitsses explains that there arght-
handedelephants (those who like digging with their right tusks) &ftthandedelephants (ditto lot left side
tuskers....).
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We see many elephants with broken, single only or missing both tW8k&n you visibly see what they do
with these tusks, digging in thei§ ripping tree barkt is understandable why their tusks can get damaged.
We find pieces of tusk later in the trip and find them incredibly dense (very heavy for their size).
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Our guides (Michael and Mosdsve a depth of knowledggou cannotfind in books and take care to

describe everything in the most interesting of detailsreryone speaks English which makes life and
communication much easiefThere are more than 50 languages in tfeigion,but Englsh is the tie that
binds. Most Africans have an English name (or nickname) along with an V ‘

African name.

After a few days, | play the rubber snake trick on both of our guides and
Moses has the most spectacular reaction of all our guides on the entire
trip. He jumped back at least 3 feet from the truck seat where | placed the
snake.He thought it was a redfrican puff adder All the guides are good
natured about thipprankand ak to keep our valuable rubber rattlesnakié.
istraveled to so many continents and rivers that | jaghnotgive it up at this
stage for sentimental reasons. -

s Impalasare exerywhere and | think of the phrase "yOu&&en onempala;

you've seen them all"They are the McDonald$ of the bush in more ways
than one. Most carnivores eat impalas (lions prefer bigger game such as
' Cape Buffalo) and they have an "M" marking onitiendquarters- the
original African "fast food".We also find some spotted hyenas and the

- "other" vehicle spots the leopard agaiMom and | miss a leopard again by
forgetting and riding in the same vehicle.

What | learned today and yesterdayl. The Big Five (and little five)....2NWhat groups of animals are
called...?

1. Big Five Leopard, Lion, Cape Buffalo, Rhino, Elephkartittle five: Leopard Tortoise, Ant Lion, Buffalo
Weaver, Rhino Beetle, Elephant Shrew

2. What Groups of Animals arealled: pride of lions (females, males, cubs), coalition of lions (male only),
clan of hyena, pack of wild dog, troop of baboons, an office of Secretary birds, flock of doves, covey of hens,
school of bream, tower of giraffe's (if they are not movinghnye of giraffe's (if they are moving) and my
personal favoritea dazzle of zebras
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| DON'T BELIEVE IT. JEFF! We celebrate Mom's birthday while at Chobe and Thula arranges for a
COU,V'FHEA-EIE.S‘WBI\?!O BOO ... cake at dinner.Before we left the US, | got Mom a special Birthday card
- that 1 do notreally get- but loved the lion theme on itl thought it was
perfect for our trip. | gave Mom a Korean face mask treatment which
we both enjoy later in the trip and an adtiy of her choice once we
reach Vic Falls at the end of the trip (African dandéichael sweats out
two flat tires on his last morning game drive with half our group and
> they hustle to make the tire changes in 15 minutes ftait(), and he

© drives full tit back to camp (fishtailing in the sandy turns) to make sure
£ the entire group can catch our next flight out as a group.

YEAH...HE TASTED
A BIT FUNNY,
ACTUALLY.

More about our OAT guide Thula
Manzini: His name means "quiet
one". His full name means "advocating
for peace". Thula is 33 years old, has
been guidingince 1996, he ha&
brothers and three sisters, is married to
Busie,and hasa ~5-yearold son Lenson
anda baby girl due in January 200Me
lives in Victoria Falls and is from
Zimbabwe, has lived and worked in
Zimbabwean (hotels and restaurants) a
went to school through the age of 17.
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Mudumo and Caprivi Stripin Namibia October 1613, 2006 :

Land of the hippo on the Kwando Riv&¥e fly in our first series of smaller planes (still a big -ohtseater

and one smalb-seatel). | had breakfast before flying along with a Dramamine to avoid motion sickhésis.
awful - | should have skipped breakfast and will do that on future flying trifye. flew to the Caprivi Strip

region and Mudumo National Park in Namibine Chobe river actually starts Angolacalled

the Cuandao(Portuguese influence), turns into the Kwando river in Namibia, shifts to the name Linyante for a
short period in Botswana and then to the Chobe name further downstream in Botswana and themtiows i
the Zambezi river at the end @& course. A summary note about th€aprivi Strip in 1890, Germans traded
Zanzibar to the British for the Caprivi Strip portion of land that leads to the ZambeziTivertGermans

wanted access to mavigable wateway (Zambezi river) that led to the Indian Oce&mfortunately, the
Germans signed the contract before knowing about thenanigable Victoria Falls (Zambezi River) hurdle and
then wanted to undo the deal. British said, "no way" and Germans were stublate: know all the facts

before signing on the dotted line!

We stay at.ianshulu wilderness camp associated with the main Lianshulu.lddgeway to get to our camp

is long and convolutedl willtry to describe it as simple as possibl&e fly to a dirt airstrip at the edgef the
Kwando river where a boat is waiting for U/e trudge across the Kalahari sands to reach the boBten we
float to the Botswana border guard post (no pictures allowed) whére military is weHlarmed with guns and
seem serious about stamping our passpowstew of us sneak some photos (not m&ur guide

miscalculates thehoreline,and we bump into the riverbank knocking over Cecile (lands okay inside the boat)
and othersbarely catch their balanceThen we continued to the main Lianshulu lodge for lunch and feeding
of the big croc.

Finally, we head to the smaller Lianshulu wilderness ca@pthe return trip Bonnie pranks the group by
secretly convincing a Botswana border patrol guard to escort her by the scruff of collar back to ouvMmoat.
fall for this trick "hook, line and sinker" until she breaks out laughing along with the bordes.gua

The Kwando river could have been the location for
the movie "African Queen" starring Bogart and
Hepburn. | can completely imagine Bogart draggint
our boat through theswampy reeds, scraping the
leeches off hi®ody,and sweat pouring off his
head.We see a funny sausage tree and "fly" throug
the narrow river channels (called the Hippo
Highway) observing hippostocs,and
elephants. The camp elephant is called "Lopnese
George" and routinely makes a lonely daily
appearance.On the way back from an evening boa
ride we pass some local villagers standing by a  ©
campfire alog the river bank preparing to stay out
all night fishing and getting eaten alive by the
mosquitoes.We are bombarded on the boat ride
back every night by small black gnatss dusk
settles the black gnats can coat your teeth if yoa
not careful. Herb am Cecile use bug netting to
avoid the black gnats in their faces and teeth.
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Mom mumbles something about a whale as she cross checks her species checklist tonight, maybe the
mosquitoes are giving her imagination a ridehere is still joking about cheokj off the ostrich as whave not
seen one yet.
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My most memorable association with this park is the numerous black shiny bulbous shapes of the mighty
hippos in the papyrus reed lined Kwando River channels and cultural interaction withiltzggrs and school
children. We see a vast number of hippos and at night they plod through our camp munching on the juicy
grasses. Every night, | can hear the hippos chewing on the other side of our canvas room Quallgoms

are equipped with transparent mosquito netting because there are lots of mosquitoes at this ¢ammlad

| am taking my malaria pills every night lolat notlike the vivid anxiouslfed dreams gide effectfrom the

pills) that come along with themTheyare notreally nightmares but silly dreams about running away from
something or not getting a task done or people not understanding whattrying to warn them about.The
names & our bug sprays are "Peaceful Night" for our skin, "Doom" for the whole room bug kill aerosol spray
and mosquito coils that smoke the buggers ddainy other animals roam these swampy waterways including
elephant, giraffe, and cape buffalo.
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