Pikes Peak River Runners

Wanna Goon The Gran&é Well{ dzNB ¢
August 2010
Grand Canyon, Coloradaer
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By Christina King
Photo CreditsChristina KingPatti Meyer (the mostreative one), EriGriffin & the lish Kayaker

August 29Sep 12, 2010

Trip Participants (11):Christina King (permit holder/trip lead), Keith/Ava Fugy Oskar Annegar¢flew in
from Sweden) Mike Sims, Melissa Broch, Karl Wolf, Eric Griffin, Sue Demars, Dave Wimmer and Patti
Meyer. Seven boats, one ducky and a great group to boat with!

I had been hoping to join a
Grand tripin August 2010 but
only had a narrow window of

Sweden in July/early Aug and a
trip to Morocco in October. i
Consideing that the Grand trip §
is 15 days (280 miles) it was a
hard trip to fit in. Fortunately, |
picked up an Aug 29, 2010 (16)
person permit cancellation in
mid-July 2010 through th&IPS
weighted lotteryand quickly
contacted our usual circle of
suspects to see who could join
our group. BTW I noticed

my weightedlottery chances |
were only 1(very low compared
to other lucky winners) and was_=
very pleased to come up with & \ 8 e e,
this prime date.Our final group consisted of 11 boaters (one late addition from va)adad the planmng
commenced.We decided to try the new Pearce Ferry takeout but keep the trip to 15 days max (remember |
was conserving vacation for all the rest of my trips from this yeaf. did the usual planning and soon had all
group gear accountkfor, shuttle set, logistics and food planning doete,. X C dzlj dfdskagahd | carpooled

down to Pagos#lot springd YR Sy 228 SR | NBfFTEAYy3 S@GSyAy3a &zl 1Ay
Ferry the next day to rig boats that Saturday afterno&igging was done in a couple of hours of windy

weather (which made me uneaswnd we retired to Marble Canyon Lodge to have dinner, settle trip finances
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andlastminute details. The trip cos{(for allexpenses; permitees, toilet rental, group suppke shuttle, food,
etcX0 (dzNYy SR 2dzi it@as dic® toBkipihe kakde NiElealfigh the fees at Diamond this
year which lowered the trip cost for everyone.

haill NDa patiguhily)gdodl yARA KS RSt AIKOGa Ay AYAlladdcyerRt | adz
whenever possiblelt becomes a goofy saying we all repe@tskar joined our trip after | spent a day sea
kayaking with his father and him just a few weeks ago in Sweden. | asked if one of them might be interested
joining our trip since wedd an openspotand Oskar jumped on the chance.

Day 1 (Aug 29, 2010), Hot Na Na (~16 miles): 17,000 cfs

The morning dawned with a brisk upstream breeze that only grew in strength all dayltomas a difficult

row down to camp for everywe including the commercial dory group behind us that did not even make it as
far as we did.Paria River added a bit of sediment to the river but it remaisechewhat clear.Patti spotted
some condors high in the sky above Navajo Bridgskar ran my ducky with ease and the rest of the group
had no problems in the rapids todajzun
waves in Soap Creek rapidll of us had hot
spots on our hands from the hard rowing
today. The wind never let up that
night. Despite the wind, the group had the
energy to play river washers that night in
camp.

Day 2 (Aug 30, 2010), South Canyon (~12 \?«i
miles): 17,000 cfs j'&.a;t.

We scouted House Rock Rapid first thing t
morning. It was aneasydownstream ferry
pull to the right at low flows.The wind
seemed to diminish atlay,but the morning
started out windy.We have an early :
morning group that rises by ~5:30 am and |

launches by 8 am (or earlier) every daye |
stopped at North Canyon and hiked up the
draw in the heat.¢ KS w2 | NR y 3
welcomed us to our next series of

rapids 24.5mile rapid sported a big
hole/wave all the way across rivelrhad to
hit it straight to stay on course.

rope climbed up Silver GrottdNo dead bats
in the water this year Because of the high
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winds during the past 3 days, private and commercial groups are out obsyglhwe began to stack upfter

talking to everyone we figured South Canyon was open and went down to c&fhpn we arrivedat South

Canyon a commercial GCE motor rig (that we had already talked to about &odthad not planned to camp
there) had been forced to hang back once he realized all the camps below were Gikee.we had already
talked,he knew we were coming dowand graciously invited us to share the camp with his grade.had set

up camp down below (where they usually park their motor rigs in deeper Wated we shifted to the canyon
portion (upper part of camp). Very amicable and everyone was halipith gave me a solar lantern as an

early birthdaygift, and | set it up on my boat where it litup like adim UFO all night. 4 G A Q& o621 G Y
dash for freedom during the night when Dave and | spied its line tangled up in the driftwood heading down to
themotorrig.t F G A Qa 3INF YRS NR2IF 3IFG2 Aa Ftyvyzad | a A3
Y2NB AdGa &ATS RdNAy3a Ada yA3akd Saodl LI RSe 28 ASR
with the motor rig group that next mmming. South Canyon is one of my favorite campsitédias so many

special qualities such as the Indiana Jones cave, Anasazi ruins, priceless views up and down canyon with the
G2LIISNI 6 SAYy3 | O0ANRQA SeS GASg 52RSt R Q& afeivANI AR Ad
years ago. Only thing missing were the ringtails tonight, ravens flew in on cue in the mornadboatr

0
l.j

camps.
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Day 3 (Aug 31, 2010), SaddIanyon (~15
miles): 16,000 cfs

2SS a402LISR 4 xlFasSe
for photos, Redwall Cavern for Hungarian
Horseshoes (a Montana gajnandhunted
for fossils at Nautiloid Canyon and

lunch. We were late getting into Saddle
Canyon camp due tthhe wind again but still
managed to hike up to the falls and back
before dinner.

Day 4 (Sep 1, 2010), Nevi({ts29 miles):
16,000 cfs

Long day today but great furzast hike up ttNankoweepAnasazi Granaries but at least no wind todéygot

hot. Little Colorado River wasuddy,so wedid notbother to tie up and walk into this tributaryOur

somewhat clear water is completely gone for the rest of our thge trudged up to the Birthing Chair
petroglyphs above Tanner rapid and then rag tapid.! @ NRB g SR t | (i ( A QGskadranlthe | y
Tanner hole and swanHe isquick toselfrescuewhich becomes a much used and valuable skill for the rest of
the trip. He is fearless in the rapids and loves to ducky every hole hénchnTypical Swede, not a dab of
sunscreen worn the entire trip, rarely wore shoes or shirt and never wore afat.and | would have been
burned silly if we tried that strategy but at least we hopefuiyl not ever get skin cancerOskar ran too far

left and did a dance with the wall at Unkarhe rest of us were too tired/hot to hike up to the Unkar ruins as
we still had a bit to go before campVe were aiming for Rattlesnake camp but caught up with a private group
we had not seen yet that alreadyad it. Nevills was open so we took that camp instedde are set up to

enter the inner gorge tomorrow and excited to begin running the big rapids.

Day 5 (Sep 2, 201®1-mile camp 16 miles): 8,100 cfs steady flow

Flows dropped today to the fooasted steady low flow
program and remain at 8,100 cfs for the remainder of
our trip. Awoke to cool temps that quickly gave way to
extremely hottemps later in the dayOur first major
rapid of the day was Hancét waslow water and

rocky. | can only imagi& how thedoriesand motor rigs
must fear this rapid at low waterlt deserves its severe
rating at these flow levelsWe all entered right, shifted |
02 GKS aRdz0O1 LIR2YRE¢ | NBI
goal was to precisely launch ourselves into the neduf
the maelstrom at the bottom half of the rapid trying to
avoid the monstediand of the giant§holes along the
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way. Great runs by all. Next up was Sockdolagenuck the huge entry hole but Oskhid notand swam
(virtually the entire rapid).He swam the nextlile 83 rapid also. Oskar wéeed at this point but gamely got
back in his ducky and paddled o@skar took a break from swimming and snuck the hole in Grapevine along
with the rest of us.We stacked all 7 of our rafts up the mouth of Cl€aeek and hiked up to the

waterfall. Clear Creek wasleasantlywarm and clear this year

@ Our next stop was to fill up water at Phantom Ranch and we plod up to the ranch to
: O2ft SOGkaSyR alicacdldlemoradet FYIMaIBs (akalckassgs)

"‘_ carryall the mail andgoods in and out of Phantom RandBoth wheslbarrows were

| broken at the water pump but at least wiid nothave to carry our water jugs as far as
we used to.The temperature in the sun was 1%0and in the shade was 1%3 We

| all commented that this trip seemed cooler than most but maybe our peako
thermometers are off.Either that or the Phantom Ranch thermometarg not
calibrated, | had guessed @5tops.

Our last major rapid of the day was Horn Crekkyvas nasty at this level BUT the horns were

G a LJX A DaveranSightitolefandK A4 oA 3 K2f SaxX (GKS NBad 2F dzor KI R

a moment, Patti lost track of her line drop but Keith nudged her down the right path with a little
encouragement.| hit the hole hard between the horns and it jerked memif seat,but it was the line to take
at this level. Oskar ran right and swantle emerged far from his ducky and scrambled up a rock wall on the
left after getting a long underwater dunK.picked Oskar and his paddle up and Dave got his d&kgnile
camp lookednhice,so we took that rather than pushing down to TrinityWe seem to have left the other

Of dz2 1 SNBR¢ aANF dzRIEF ASKOY R dza @

Day 6 (Sep 3, 2010), Ross Whealamp 17 miles): 8,100 cfs steady flow

First up today is Granite Rapid
we all madezippyruns down
the right side.What a rush!
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Hermit had no left sneak (blocked by a hoko we all ran darn the middle. Waves were relatively small at
these flows.
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Next up was Crystal rapidasy sneak on the righOnly Dave,
Patti and Oskar ran lefteven then the two channels around
the rock island were more challenging than the rapid itself
to huge pourover holes.A lot of boaters in our group had
unplanned exciting runs in thgortion of the rapid. The
remaning Gem rapids arearderat lower flows with
narrower tongues and larger/sharper lateral wavédelissa
gouged her knees into her dbox in Ruby rapidSerpentine
wastricky. Karl's little SpongeBob inflatable holds firm
through the big rapids of the Inner Gorge with his one arm
(Poweltlike) on the back of his boat.

Our group has really become a cohesive teamwaadvork
well together. We have a great time joking, singing portions |
of songs because weannotremember an entire verse of any '
single song, teasing Eric and Karl about their love shack/cor
nest, getting on the river early and cramming in as many
activities as possible throughout the day and h&seeome an
efficientteam.

Some of our trip quotes listed below:
 ® Stf { dNB¢
 «C2NJ { dzNB ¢
f & 2dz {y26 GKAA A& Fy 2fR LISNREZ2Y DalabdlNA LI 6 KSy
f dHow long beforeis8pma 2 ¢S Oly 3I2 (G2 06SRKE
T d 20S aKl o1z t20S : 3
{ @TinRoofwdza § SRHéE
T ®KSNBE Aa y2 WYwQ Ay {KAGIZ NNNNNNNI
 dtisl €t Fdzy FyR 3 YSa dzylAfishdagoyss 2y S 3ISGa KdzNI X
f d&May | have a FrostyJt S| & SK ¢
1 & dzooASQa 2JPSNE

We shared Ross Wheeler camp with a couple of backpackers who
genuinely appreciated our offerings of fodsker,and water re
supply. Melissa shares hdBody Shoatsumd.ove butter with
me. | am instantly hooked othe citrus scent oSatsuma Love
butter. Our hands and feet soak in this smooth cream that
soothes the hot spots and softens my sandpaper skimake
Keith a $1 Billiomlollar bet (and Dave backs me up) that Bass ca
is just below us on the rightWell... my eyes must be failing me
because technically, Bass iddve the turn¢ not the one we see
from Ross WheelerKeith lords it over me andannotwait to get
back to tell Pete that | goofed upl will never live this one down.
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Day 7 (Sep 4, 2010), Upper Blacktmp 11 miles): 8,100 cfs steady flow

We pass by my nefilB Bass camp and quickly pull into Shinu
creek waterfall where | try to wash away my hasty bievonder &
AT 5F @S OFy NB MWaltedoer@aidBandrickyat
this level and Oskar swims agairruncenter, shift slightly to the
left to narrowly avoid monster holeslves Chasm was
enchanting as alway%Ve camp early at Blacktail Canyon and
hang out in the shady ledges of this beautiful canyon to escape |
the heat of the day.Dave and Oskar climbdeup and around for

several hours while we enjoyed the shad&e come back to the
canyon after dark We singongs a®ug eatng bats flit past our

heads Mike does an amazing rendition of Amazing Grace on h
harmonica | wish he had space for his gaiton this trip.

Day 8 (Sep 5, 2010), Racetramp 13 miles): 8,100 cfs
steady flow

We decided to scout Specter rapitid notneed to) and all ran it
well. It isthe samestraight shot down the right side at all
levels. We also scouted Bedrock to include a look at the
Dollhouse.Keith's
hand was literally 6 inches away framattlesnake as he tied up

his boat at BedrockNo rattle warning or movement by the snake
until we were ready to untie his boatAnother private group was

" also scouting Bedrock and we watched Oskar run it both right and
I left side just because he wanted téle dragged the ducky bl

up to run it again on the left side of the Bedrock to make it more
challenging.

Our last scout was Deubendorfflad we did.It was difficult to

see the line and it helped our entire group run it well (or so |
thought). | only noticed afterwards ire pictures that the Irish
kayakers took of our group that Dave Wimmer had a spectacular
run down through the holes.

Unfortunately, a private charter motor rig/kayak group had laid
over at Stone Creek camfhis is why dlo notencourage

layovers t messes uphe group behind you andanbe

perceived aselfish &andmost of the time unintentional) to use a
prime camp for two nights in a rowlhe Irish group was supé&tendly, and they took pictures of ouuns,so

it was notthat bad. Plus,we hiked up to enjoy the Stone Creek waterfélfterwards we scooted down to
Racetrack to bake in the suin the later afternoon, part of our group hiked up and over to Tapeats to enjoy
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this creek.Keith outdid himself by pulling outdivine chocolate/raspberry filling cake for Sue and my
birthdays (Sept 6/7)It was delicious.

518 & 0{ SL) c xampfmilésk 8,100 cjs Si&adydéw

Our loop hikers left at 5:30 am (Dave, Oskar N = A
and Mike)while the rest of us filled up water afs == b ; >
Tapeats and then went down to Deer Creek n‘___‘;
an aternoon of leisure.Most of us went up to
the Throne room but the loop speed hikers
were so quick they met us as we arrived at
Deer Creeklt was a perfect birthdayWe
enjoyed a festive dinner with Patti dressing u
girls in skirts and topsl. gave eeryone in the
group my gift to them Korean spa face masks
men included this yearThey groaned but | am§{
convinced they liked the tingly face masks on|
their hot and sweaty faces.
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Day 10 (Sep 2010), Matkatamiba Hotetamp €12 miles): 8,100 cfs steady flow

Awoke to wind, cloudy skies and concerns about rain coming down cammrsafety, we decided to camp at
Matkat, give time for storms to settle down, hike back up to Matkat canyon fronpcaiiter threat of rain had
passed.Good strategy.Glad we had overhangs to get away from splattering raindréflayed cardsead,

and spent the rainy portion of the afternoon under our overhan§sorm passed, rain quit, skies cleared to
allow hikersto go back up to Matkat canyon.

Day 11 (Sep 8, 2010), Upper National Cangamp 18 miles): 8,100 cfs steady flow

Scouted and run Upset rapid easily on the right, Dehaosesa bigger left run but all okaywhile scouting

Upset rapid a lathere@8ighorn Sheep ram was all over two ewes in heat at the mouth of this cafymra

moment we thought he might spar with us to keep uday,but we managed to make our way back to the
boats. Keith and | loungeash boats at themouth of Havasu Creek while others sparfew hours up top.Six
commercial motor rigs, one commercial (Oars) group, another private and us made Havasu Canyon (Havazo
earn its nickname todayThe creek was cloudy with silt todaynfortunately, Oskar lost his camera (strap

broke) in Havasureek and never foundita A { SQa O Yl Ndtchavgeli i B N&dzlj dzl Q& Sy F
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